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MKMOKUL* AND PETITION*.

Mr. HALE presented u memorial of the legal repre-
entativee of Wm. Ham; a memorial of John McClin-
ack and others, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire; a me¬

morial of the heii* at law of Samuel Hill; and a memo-
ial of Elizabeth H. Thacker, asking indemnity for
reach spoliations prior to 1800; which were ordered to
e on the table.
Mr. H. also presented -the petition of Lois Brewster,

vidow of a revolutionary soldier, asking to be allowed
pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pen-

lions.
Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of John 0. D. Roa-

et, asking indemnity for French spoliations; which was
inlered to lie on the table.
Mr. C. also presented a memorial from Ether Shepley

tad others, citizen* of Portland, Maine, asking that the
.public of Liberia, in Africa, may be acknowledged as
ia independent nation.
in presenting the above memorial, Mr. C. said that the

act was wall Known to the Senate, that the republic of
Iberia had been acknowledged by some of the leading
lowers of Europe. The petition called the attention of
Congress to this fact, as well ax to the successful
itogress which had been made in that country in estab
iishing the government, in establishing schools and
burcnes there, and asked of Congress the recognition
>f that republic.
The memorial was referred to the Committee on For-

iign Relations.
Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of William C.

tibbs and others, asking indemnity for French spolia-
ions prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the heirs of

Undrew Glassell, and the memorial of the heirs of John
)anlop, asking indemnity for French spoliation^ prior to
isOO; which were ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. WEBSTER presenteJ four petitions from manu-

Seturen of shoe-laKtf, and other citizens of Massachu¬
setts, praying to be protected against foreign violations of
their patent rights.
Mr. W. remarked that the invention referred to

bad been before the country for many years, and that
the patentee and those holding under him prayed to be
protected in their rights. It had been hoped that enoughRiad been done to accomplish what equity and justice re¬
quired ; but there seemed to be no end to the ingenuity of
man in evading the leading provisions of the law. It had
become customary now, within the last year, for persons
to take this machine, to carry it into the British provinces,
to manufacture by the une of it shoe lasts and everything
of that kind, ana then to import them into the united
States under the general law imposing ad valorem duties.
He desired to present these memorials to the Senate, and
tbat they might be referred to the Committee on the Judi¬
ciary; and would at the came time give notice that he
would to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave
to bring in a bill, to be referred to the same committee,
with a view that either that bill or some other pro¬
vision which might suggest itself to the Committee on the
Judiciary might cotne Before Congress for their approba¬
tion, to meet this very anomalous and new mode of vio¬
lating the patent laws of the United States.
The petitions were referred to the Committee on the

Judiciary.Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Thos. Blanch-
ard, inventor of a machine called "Blanchar^'s self di¬
recting machine," asking to be protected against viola¬
tions of his patent right; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
Mr. DICKINSON presented two petition* of citizens of

tbe United States, asking tliat diplomatic intercourse be-
i ween the government of the United Suites and the Aus¬
trian empire may be suspended; which were re/erred to
the Committee on Foreign Relations
Also, the memorial of George R. Herrick, asking com-

i^nsation for services as a clerk in the office of Commis-
> oner of Indian Affairs; which was referred to the Com¬
mittee of Claims.

Also, the memorial of citizens of West Troy, N. Y.,
¦iking that le soldiers who served in the Florida war
may be allowed the sa.i.e bounty land that was printed
to those who served in the war with Mexico; which was
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.
Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of William C.

Brown, Uiuted States marshal for tbe district of Georgia,
asking an increase of compensation; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Also, the petition of Henry F. Willink. asking permis¬

sion to purchase a certain lot of ground, belonging to the
United States, m the city of Savannah, Georgia; which
was referred to tbe Committee on the Judiciary.
Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of the registers and

receivers of the land office at Jackson, Mississippi, ask¬
ing to be allowed commissions on the entries of military
bounty land warrants; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Public Lands.
Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts presented forty peti-

lions, numerously signed by citizens of Massachusetts,
Diking that corporeal punishment may be abolished in the
navy ef the United States; which were referred to the
Committee on Naval Affiuri.
Mr. YULBE presented the petition of the heirs of

Jamas Chase, asking indemnity for French spoliations
prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of Charles Byrne,

a»ltioc to be allowed interest on money paid for lands
and refunded to the United States, on account of defect¬
ive titles; which was referred to the Committee on Pub¬
lic tands.
Mr. MILLER presented the petition of the manufac-

turwa of shoe-lasts in the city of New York, asking to
He protected against foreign violations of their patent
nghts; which was ra/eried to the Committee on the
Judiciary. *

Mr. MASON presented tbe memorial of the adminis¬
trator of Ambrose Vasee, tbe petition of George Taylor,
and tbe petition of the legal representatives of Alex-
uider McCauky, asking indemnity for French spoliations
prior to 1800; which were ordered to lie on tbe table.
Mi. M- also presented tbe petition of Thomas Dennis,

late a swmsn in tbe navy of the United States, asking to
be allowed a pension on account of injuries received in
the discharge of bis duty; which was referred to tbe
Committee on Naval Affairs.
Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of the register

and receiver of the land office at St. Louis, and a petition
of lbs register aad receiver of the land office at Palmyra,
in Missouri, aaking to be allowed commissions on entries
nf land unJer bounty land wariants; which were referred
to tbe Committee oo Public Lands.
Mr. 8TURUEON presented the memorial of Henry

Simpson, aaking payment of a balance due for his ser-
vicee as appraiser lor the port of Philadelphia; which
»** referred lo ihe Committee on Finance.
Mr. 8. also presented tbe memorial of the heirs of Jaa.

Yannuxen, ami tbe memorial of tbe h< in <>( K O'Brien,
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800 ;
" Inch were ordered to lie on tbe table.
Mr. PEAJICE presented the memorial of Wm. H. Mar¬

riott, caking compensation for extra services while col¬
lector of the customs for tbe port of Baltimore; which
waa referred to tbe Committee oo Finance
Alao, the memorial of the heirs of Wm Duncan, de-

reused, and the memorial of George T. Warfield, asking
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which
were ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. BUTLEB presented the proceedings of tbe Cbstn-

bet of Commerce of Charleston, South Carolina, in favor
of the establishment of a branch mint at that place;

, which were referred to tbe Committee on Finance.
Mr. BRIGHT submitted documents relating lo the

claim of B. F. Miller to compensation for medical ser¬
vices and losses in the late war with Mexico; which
were referred to the Committee of Claims
Mr. WHITC0MB presented tbe memorial of pie heirs

ofW illiam C. Keene, an officer in tbe last war with Great
Britain, asking to be allowed a pension for bis services;
whicb was referred to the Committee on Pensions.
Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted documents relating to

the claim of the heirs of William Vauters, au officer in
tbe revolutionary army, to commutation pay j which were
referred lo the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.
Mr CHASE presented a petition of citizens of Cincin¬

nati,Ohio, asking that the r. ports of the debates and pro
"ediogs of tbe Senate may be printed in phonetic charac¬
ter; which waa referred to ihe Committee on Printing.Mr. C. alao preaeoted the petition of citizena of Clarke
county, Ohio, aaking tbat tbe miss of postsge may be re¬
duced and the franking privilege abolish* 1; which was
referred to tbe Committee oo tbe Post Otftae and Poei
Koada
Mr. COOPER presented seventeen petitions of miners,

'^'"rers, mechanics, and others, citizens of Schuylkill
.«ntjr, Penney! raws, enkuig that tbe tariff may be re-
m "telled on the principle of ad inlortm duties and pro
tertiea to domestic indeetry; which Wpff referred to the
Committee oo Finance

Mr. C. also pretented four petitions from citizen* oi
tit* State of Pennsylvania, asking that the «(>irit-ration
in the navy be abolished; which were referred to the
Committee on Naval Affairs.
Mr. C. also presented five petitions from citizens of

different parts of Pennayivania, asking that corporeal
punishment in the navy be abolished; which were re¬
ferred to the Committee oo Naval Affairs.
Mr. C. further presented a memorial, numerously signed

by citizens ot the Slate of Pennsylvania, strongly urging
upon Congress to place the officers and soldiers of the
la»t war with Qreal Britain oo the same footing as to payand bounty land with the officers and soldiers who served
in the Mexican war; which was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Military Affairs.
Mr. C. also presented the memorial of the heirs at law

of Rebert Cunningham, asking the payment of certain
promissory notes issued by the continental Congress;which wan referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. C. also presented a memorial from merchants and
other citizen* of the State of Pennsylvania, asking the
construction of a harbor on Ready island, in the Dela¬
ware river; which was referred to the Committee on
Commerce.

Mr. DAVIS, ot Mississippi, submitted documents re¬
lating to the claim of the clerks in the Adjutant General's
office for increase of ooiiiwiMtrQit^ whiefi, will) tlivtw-
morial on the files of tne Senate, were referred to the
Committee of Claims.
Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the heirs

of-John Rosa, and the memorial of the widow of T.
Ring, asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to
1600; whicn were ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the petition of

John D. Sheldon, asking to be allowed additional com¬
pensation for services as assistant book-keeper in the
office of the Third Auditor; which was referred to the
Committee-of Claims.

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of David P.
Burhydt, asking compensation for hm services as an offi¬
cer in the custom-house at New York; which waa re¬
ferred to the Committee on Commerce
Mr. DODGE of Iowa presented the petition of the

mixed-blood Indians, of the Menomonee nation, asking
the payment of the fund set apart lor them bv the treaty
of the 18th October, 1848; which was referred to the
Committee on Indian Atfairs.
Mr. D. also presented the petition of the late and

present registers and receivers of the land offices at Du¬
buque and Fairfield, in Iowa, asking to be allowed com¬
missions on entries of military bounty land warrants;
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of ThomasR.

Johnson, administrator of Rinaldo Johnson and Sarah A.
Nuthill, administratrix of Ann E. Johnson, asking com¬

pensation for a quantity of tobacco destroyed by the Brit¬
ish in the year 1814 ; which was referred to the Commit¬
tee of Claims.
On motion by Mr. DICKINSON,
Ordtrtd, That the |>etition of William H. Topping, on the

files ol the Senate, be referred to the Committee ot Claims.
On motion by Mr. SEWARD,
Ordtrtd, That the memoiials and papers on the Ale* of

the Senate, in relation to iho claim ol Barclay & Living¬
ston and others, be referred to the Committee on Finance.
On motion by Mr. HUNTER,
Ordtrtd, That the executor of Carter Page have leave to

withdraw hi* petition and paper*.
On motion by Mr. MASON,
Ordtrtd, That David A. Watson have leave to withdraw,

hi* i>etitio;i and paper*. .
On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN,
Ordtrtd. That tbo paper* of Joseph P. Williams, on the

file* ol the Senate, be retorted to the Coram ttoo on Private
Land Claims.
On motion by Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts,
Ordtrtd, That the petition and paper* of Timothy P.

Anderson, an the file* of the Senate, tie referred to the Com¬
mittee on Patent*.
On motion by Mr. COOPER,
Ordtrtd, That the jietition and paper* of Mr*. Eirfbline

Porter, on the files ol the Senate, be referred to the Com¬
mitted on Persion*. ,

On motion by Mr. YULEK,
Ordtrtd, That the petition and paper* on the tile* oflbe

Senate, in relation to the claim of Gad Humphreys, and
aluo the petition and papers of Jaine* Edwards, be referred
to the Committee on Military Allatrs.
On motion by Mr. MASON,
Ordtrtd, That the papers on Hie in the Senate, relating

to the claim of the legal representatives of Moses Shepherd,
be referred to the Committee on Road* and Canal*.
On motion by Mr. PEARCE,
Ordtrtd, That the petition and papers on the files of the

Senate, in relation to Mary William*, for compentation (or
property deitroyed by the Seminole Indians, be referred to
the Committee of Qaims.
On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS,
Ordtrtd, That the papers on the files ol the 8enate rela¬

ting to the claim of Thomas Ooppsrthwaite At Co., and tha
resolution* of the several State legislatures on tlte subject
of the distribaiiou oi the ilesMoes of the Supreme Couit,
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT,
Ordtrtd, That the paper* of John Spenser, late receiver

of public money* at Port Wayne, on the Ate* of the Senate,
be referred to the Committee ol Claims.
On motion by Mr. FELCH,
Ordtrtd, That the petition and | apers of Win. Miller, on

the flies ef the Senate, be referred to the Committee on
Pensioos.
On motion by Mr. SEWARD,
Ordtrtd, That the memorial of Luther Brjdisb and others,

asking that cartain statillics may be ooilectsd in connexion
with the censu*, be referred to the special committee on
the centus.
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON,
Ordtrtd, That L»*tor J. Likins have leave to withdraw

his petition and papers.
BJCSOLl'TIONI.

Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution; winch,
being objected to, hes over under the rule:

Kttolvtd, That twocbaplain*, of different denomination*,
be elected to CongrvM during the present session, one by
each house, who shall interchange weekly.
Mr. SOULE submitted the following resolution ; which

was considered and agreed to:
Rttolvtd, That the Committee n the Post Office and Poet

Hoed* be Initructed to inquire Into the cau*e* of the Irreg¬
ularity with which the mall service is performed between
Washington and New Orleans, and to ie|<ort on the mos'
etU'Ciual mean* of removing them.

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
RtHdptd, Taat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed

to return to the Senate the petition and papers ol Horace
Soathmayd i 8js, with a view to legislative action thereon,

acposts raoM committees.
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public Land*,

to whom was referred the bill to reduce the minimum
price of the mineral lands in the Lake Superior district,
in Michigan, and ia the Chippewa district of Wisconsin,
reported the same without amendment.
Mr BORLAND, from the Committee on Printing, to

whom was referred the motion to print the memorial of
Frederick Dawson, James Scholt, ami Klisha Dana Whit¬
ney, in relation to vessels furnished Texas, before an¬
nexation to the United States, reported against printing
the same; which report was concurred in.

BILL* MTBODOCED ON LKAVB.

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob¬
tained leave to introduce a bill authorizing new selections
of land in Lieu of worthiest school sections, or sections
of inferior quality, and for other purposes ; which was
read a first and second time by its title, and referred to
the Committee on Public Lands

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursusnce of notice,asked and
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for Ihe un¬
paid claims of the oScers and soldiers of the Virginia
State and continental lines of the revolutionary army:
which was read a first and second time by its title, and
referred to the Committee on Public Lands
Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob¬

tained leave to introduce a bill amendatory of an act en-
tilled "An act to provide for the pavment of horses and
other property lost or destroyed in the military service of
the United States," approved 3d March, I8«W ; which was
read a ftrst and second time by its title, aad referred to
the Committee on Military Affairs

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, asked and
obtained leave lo introduce a bill in relation to donations
tri land to certain persons in Ihe State of Arkansas;
which was reed a first and second time by its title, and
referred to the Committee on Public lands.
Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob¬

tained leave to introduce n bill to regulate api>eals from
the trial of issuss in the District of Columbia, which was
read a first and second time by its title, and referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

nonets or stt.Lk.
Mr. BEN rON gave notice of his intentioo to bring in

a bill proposing to the State oi Texas the reduction of her
boundaries, the cession of her etlerioi territory, and ths
relinquishment of all her claims on the United Stales lot
a consideration to be paid her by tM United States.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.
Mr. HOUSTON moved that the Senate proceed to the

consideration of the following resolution, submitted by
him on the 37th ult.:
Rewind, Thai the President of lite Untied Smut* tie re-

quested to communicate to the 8enate all tbe official cot
resprmdence, since tbe 4th of March last, between tbe gov¬
ernment of the United States and tin- military authority
stationed at Santa Fe. Also, alt the corw»nondenc«» be¬
tween the State of Texas and tho«e of the United Slates
government, relating t« the bouudary or occupation ot the
territory of Texas by tbe troops of the United States. Al-o,
the reasons why the judicial authority of the State of Tex*s
has not been recognised by the military authorities at Santa

The question being upon the motion to postpone die
prior orders, with the view to taking up said resolution, it
was agreed to.
The resolution having been read, after a word of ex¬

planation by Mr. RUSK, it was adopted.
The morning hoar having expired,Mr. DOUGLAS moved mat tbe special order be post¬

poned for the present, for the purpose of proceeding to
the consideration of the resolutions upon the table of the
presiding officer; which was agreed to.
Mr. D. then asked the unanimous consent of the

Senate to lake up a resolution submitted by him on the
31st ultimo, relative to tne extinguishment of the Indian
title to certain lands.

Several Senators suggested that the resolutions on the
table be severally taken up, and acted on in their regularorder.

Subsequently, Mr. DOUGLAS made another effort to
get up his resolution, but without success.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the fol

lowing resolution, submitted on the 24th ult. by Mr.
Bradbuky, viz:

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be
laid before the Senate all charges which have been prefer¬
red or Hied in any ot tbe .departments again it individual <

who have been removed from olHoe since the 4th day of
March last, with a specification ot the cases, if any, in
which the officers charged have bad opportunity to be
beard, and it statement of the number of removals inade
under each department.
The resolution having been read,
Mr. PHELPS said: Mr- President, I hope that this res¬

olution will not be acted upon to-day. Tne resolution is,
in my judgment, very exceptionable, and will not be pass¬
ed without discussion. I hope the gentleman will consent
to postpone it.
Mr BRADBURY suggested that it be passed over in¬

formally ; which was agreed to.
CALIFORNIA.

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the fol¬
lowing resolution submitted by Mr. Clemens on tbe
27th ult., viz: .

Reiolutd, That the President of the United States be re¬
quested to inform the Senate, as early as practicable, wheth¬
er any person has been by him appointed civil or military
governor ol California, since the 4th day of March last, and
il so, who hai so been appointed, and what compensation
bas been allowed hiin. Also, that he be requested to in¬
form the Senate whether any agent bas been appointed by
the Executive, or any of the departments of the government,and sent to California, with instructions or authority to or¬
ganize a Stat* vpvernment for that Territory, or to aid and
advise the people within its limits in such organization
And further, that be be requested to inform the Senate how
the delegates recently assembled in California, calling
themselves a convention, were elected, by whom the
qualifications of the voters were fixed and determined,
what those qualifications were, and by what law the time,
places, and manner of holding said election were regulated
And further, that he be requested to inform tbe Senate
whether any census of tbe inhabitants of said Territory has
been taken ; and, if so, by what law, and under what au¬
thority. And further, that he be requested to communicate
jo the Senate all orders, (written or verbal,) Instructions, or

correspondence, with any person as civil or military gover¬
nor ot California, or as agent on the part of tbe United
States government in California. And turther, that be be
requested to inform the Senate whether any steps have
been taken by the Executive, or any department of t!ie gov¬
ernment, to assemble a convention in New Mexico, for the
purpose of adopting a constitution, and making application
for admission into tbe Union; and, if so, that he bu requeu¬
ed to communicate to the Senate all orders, instruction*,
ami papers in relation thereto. And further, that be be re¬
quested to in orm the Senate upon what ground he bases tbe
opinion, expressed in bis annual message of December 4,
IHt», that the people of New Mexioo will, "at no very dis¬
tant period, present themselves for admission into the
Union."
Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend the resolution by

inserting "the acts of the preceding administration," as
well as of the present administration, in relation to the
subjects embraced in the resolution.

Mr. MILLER. I hope that the mover of this resolu .

lion will consent to pass it by for to-day. There is cer¬
tainly one put of it which is very objectionable, and there
should be time given to examine it.
Mr. FOOTE. I beg leave to say that 1 bone my friend

from Alabama [Mr. Clemens] will not yield to the sug¬
gestion of tbe gentleman from New Jersey, to postpone.The resolution which I have offered in relation to the
Territories cannot be discussed without getting the in¬
formation contemplated by this resolution.
Mr. CLEMENS. I have no obiection. sir. to that oar-

ticulsr part of tbe resolution being amended, or even to
iu beinj; stricken out altogether; but as to passing it by
without consideration bow, I have not the most distant
idea of it.

Mr. MILLER. I move, then, to strike out tbe clause
to which I referred.the last clause of the resolution.
Mr. RUSK. 1 see really no necessity for striking out

the clause referred to. We wish for tbe information
We are informed by popular rumors, that the Preaident of
the Uuited States has taken possession of a portion of
the territory of one of the sovereign Slates of this Union,
and has used that possession to ur*e the inhabitants of
that region to erect a State or territorial government, aii<|
to apply for admission into the Union. The information
whico that part of the resolution contemplates is, there¬
fore, precisely that which we wish to have, and which
ought to come before the Senate. Thia is a grave ques¬
tion, air. I do not intend to go into it now; but it is a
grave question concerning tbe rights of aaovsreign State,
and it involves a great many more important considera¬
tions than mere capital for political excitement.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would auuest to tbe senator from
Alabama to postpone tbe consideration of the resolution
by laying it over. I made tbe motion that I did to poet-
pone the regular order for tbe purpoee of taking up these
reeolutions, not supposing they would give rise to any
debate. I do not think it would be right for me to make
such a motion in order to give an opportunity to take upanother subject upon which a debate is likely to arise,
and thus give a preference to it. 1 hope, therefore, that
this resolution will be permitted to lie over informally ;
and 1 move to that effect.

Mr. CLEMENS. This resolution ia up now, and I
want it disposed of. There w another resolution which
the senator from Mississippi gave notice that he intended
to call up to-day; and in the discussion of that reeolution
we shall need tbe very im'ormation which thie resolu¬
tion calls for. It is important that we have this informa¬
tion now, if we are to nave it at all. We must have it
now. This resolution is up, and I intend to h*ve it voted
upon. 1 agree, sir, with tbe senator from Texas. There
is no nsed to amend or qualify it. These is no informa¬
tion referred to in it which we have not a right to de¬
mand, and which ought not to have been presented in the
President's annual message. If the President bad sub¬
mitted to us the facts, as we had the right to expect he
would, there would have been no occasion for calling on
him, and this resolution would not now be upon your
table.

I know, sir, that it has been Said that this move¬
ment is intended for partisan purposes. It has been
intended for no such thing. I would as soon think,
sir, of throwing tire into a powder magazine as to
raise such a question as this for such purposes. My
attention was called to the subject by the governor of
Alabama. My constituents directed my attention to
it. They believe that a fraud has been attempted to
be practised upon them, and they demand to know the
means by which that fraud has been carried forward
almost to a successful issue by imposing the Wilmot Pro¬
viso without the nnme. It is proposed to do indirectly
precisely tbe very thing which the Proviso means. Are
we to be treated like children.to be fed on sugared pills.
medicines wrapped up in a little candy? You violate all tbe
precedents which have existed since the existence of the
government. And why do you do it / Is thsrs a senator
upon this floor who will dssire to get up here, and lay his
hand upon hia heart, and tell the country that he would
vote for the admission of that State, if it were not for thia
slavery qnestion is there a man so reckless here as to
lake the responsibility of this coarse, if it were not for
the slavery question! I say, sir, that this is a matter
which i« vital to us. Il is a matter which we have a tight
to know all about; and I intend to know all about it. if
I do not get at it in one way, I will, in another. I do
not assault General Taylor. I do not care anything
whatever for him as tbe head of a political party, but I do
care a great deal for that portion of his party whose in¬
terests are identical with mina on this qaeetion. I do
not intend to make any war upon tbe whig party or uponGeneral Taylor, exeapt upon this qnestion, and 1 shall
do all I can to harmonize, and not to widen the breach
which wist* between t*.

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I shall be as ready
as the senator from Alabama to vote for the resolution,
and for the most searching inquiry upon this subject, or

any other subject, connected with the administration,
whenever it comes up properly. I do not think this reso¬
lution should be pressed now, because the prior order was
jtostpontd simply in order to take up resolutions which
would not give rise to debate I do not think, as 1 be¬
fore observed, that I should be acting right towards the
Senate now, after bavin* the regular order postponed for
the purpose, to sanction debate upon other subjects 1
therefore feel constrained to submit a motion to lay this
resolution on the table, and have it printed; and I assure
the honorable senator from Alabama that f shall be ready,
at the proper time, to have it taken up, and voted for, and
adopted, and to have all such further action upon the sub¬
ject taken which may be necessary
Mr. BUTLER. "The motion to print is debatable.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair so understands

it.
Mr. DOUGLAS. I then withdraw the motion to print.
Mr. F<X)TE. I renew the motion to print.
Mr. BORLAND inquired if a motion to lay upon the

table could be ia order while a motion to strike ont was

P,The>ViCE PWWIDENT decided that it was in order.
Mr. DOUGLAS. The motion to print cannot be made

with a motion to lay on the table.
Mr. FOOTE. 1 move it as an amendment to the mo¬

tion to lav upon the table.
The ViCE PRESIDENT. It is the opinion of the

Chair that the motion cannot be made.
Mr. MASON asked Mr. Douglas to withdraw the mo¬

tion and permit the debate to proceed.
Mr. DOUGLAS. I have already assured the Senate

that I am ready for a debate upon this question, and a

thorough investigation of the subject. Hut when an¬
other resolution has been postponed, under the circum¬
stances in this case, I cannot do otherwise than urge the
postponement of this in turn. I
Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) I call the senator from

Illinois to order.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The senator from Illinois

is called to order.
Mr. DOUGLAS. Why did not the senator from South

Carolina call his friend from Virginia [Mr. Mason] to
order when he asked the question f Is it in order to ask
a question and refuse to hear the answer ? If
Mr. BUTLER. I call the gentleman to order.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The senator from Illinois

is called to order.
Mr. DOUGLAS. I take my seat with a great deal of

pleasure.
The question being stated upon the motion by Mr.

Douglas, to lay the resolution on the table for the pres¬
ent, the yeas and nays were demanded and ordered; and,
being taken, resulted.yeas 29, nays 29.as follows, vix:
YEAS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury,

Bright, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Corwin, Davis of Massachu¬
setts, Dayton, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Hainlin, Jones, Man-
gum, Miller, Norrj-i, Pearcts Phelps, Shields, Smith, Spru-
ance. Underwood, (Jpham, Wales, Walker, and Whiteomb
.29.
NAYS.Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Butler,

Callioun,Cass, Ceinens, Cooper, Da vin of Mississippi, Daw¬
son, Dickinson, Dodgooflowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs,
Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Rusk, Se¬
bastian, Seward, Sonic, Stewart, Sturgeon, Turney, and
Yulee.29.
So there was a tie.
The Vice President voted in the affirmative; where¬

upon, the yeas were 30, nays 29.
So the resolution was laid upon the table.

DONATIONS or PUBLIC LANDS.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the fol¬

lowing resolution, submitted on the 4th instant by Mr.
Benton:

Riiolutd, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to
inform the Senate ol the number of acres ol public land
granted to different Slates for objects of internal improve¬
ment, and the amount of public latult originally contained
in such States, lespeotivfly, and the number of acres ne¬

cessary to make the grants to each Slate equal to the maxi¬
mum quantity now granted to the State which has received
the greatest quantity.
The resolution, baring been road, was adopted.

EXPENSES or COLLECTING THE REVENUE.
Mr. PHELPS. Mr. President, there ia a matter of

business that has been pending before the Senate for
some time, that I have felt it my duty to urge upon the
Senate. It was made the special order for Friday last.
1 yielded, however, to the senator from Michigan, in the
hope and expectation that the consideration of the resolu¬
tion submitted by him would not elicit much debate: but
now, under the circumstances, I feel obliged to ask the
Senate to take up the joint resolution suspending for a
limited time the law limiting the expenaes of collecting
the revenue from customs. I have already explained to
the Senate the urgent necessity of considering this sub¬
ject. It is of the utmost importance that the action of
the Senate should be had upon the matter at once; and,
considering the urgency of tie case, I trust I may rely on
the courtesy of the Senate to allow it to be called up now,
by unanimous consent, and disposed of.
Mr. BERRIEN. I do not understand the application

to be for the unanimous consent of the Senate, but an or¬
dinary motion to postpone the order of the day.
The VICE PRESIDENT. What is the motion of the

senator from Vermont t
Mr. PHULPS. To put in proper form, nay motion ia to

postpone the prior order*, with a view to taking up the
joint reeolu'.ion to which I have alluded.

Mr. DOUGLAS expressed the hope that the aenator
from Vermont would allow the reeolutions to be taken
up regularly. He thought that the aenator would get at
his revolution sooner by that course than any other.
Mr. PHELPS expressed hia willingness to pursue any

proper course to satisfy the gentleman from Illiooia. He
could only aay, that he believed he had exhibited a pret¬
ty good example of courtesy and forbearance, and thought
he was not calling for too much when he asked for a lit¬
tle courtesy in return.
Mr. BKAOBUKY. I hope that the motion of the aen¬

ator fiom Vermont will not be adopted. I am satisfied
that we will beat facilitate the despatch of buaiaeae by
finishing one thing at a time. A resolution waa under
diacussion when we adjourned last week ; and 1 suppose,
if we proceed to act upon that now, and to diapoae of it,
we shall be likely to get along with greater fatuity. The
resolution of the senator from Vermont is a debatable
one. It muat necessarily give riae to a debate, and prob¬
ably a protracted one: therefore, I hope that it will not be
now taken up.
Mr. PHELPS. (agree. Mr. President,perfectly with

the aenator trom Maine ; and the misfortune ia, that 1 did
not adhere t* that principle, instead of yielding. lam
not disposed to waste time; but I may be permitted to say,
that 1 do not think the interesta of the country would Buf¬
fer much if the speeches with which we are to be favored
upon the subject allu.led to by the honorable senator
were to be deterred till to-morrow. I think when gentle
men come to consider the position in which the Secretary
of the Treasury ia placed in reference to the ordinary busi
ness of the country, they might indulge me with the
privilege of bringing this joint reeolution up now. I can¬
not be answerable lor a debate ; but if there is to be one

upon a question pressing itself so imperiously upon our
consideration, the sooner the better; and I think it will be
as profitable, looking to the interesta of the country, aa

making speechea about Hungary.
Mr.FOOTK. I will make a single remark in reply to

the senator from Vermont. I understand him, from bis
remarks, to make this a mere queaUon in relation to a

sort of rhetorical nvalily, if I may use the term, as to
whether the speeches on his resolution will be more
worth listening to than any others.he of course expect¬
ing to make the principal one himself upon his resolution.
It is too difficult a question for me to decide. [Laughter ]
Thequeetion being then taken upon tbe motion to post¬

pone the prior orders, with a view to taking up the joint
resolution, it was decided in the negative.

ABDUCTION or QABCU. ALIAS BET.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the fol¬

lowing resolution, submitted on the 3lat ultimo by Mr.
Downs
R-m/vrd, That t!ie President of the United States lie re¬

quested to cominnnieate to the Senate copies ol all corres-

iionden « that ha* taken pla<e with the minister of Spain
in Washington, or the authoruiarof Cubs, or the American
o<<n»ul at Havana, or others, eotioernlng the abdueiiou ol
Key, alia* Oarcta, lio n New Orleans by the Spanish oon-
suI at that port, or by his procurement or onnivance, to¬
gether with the correspondence with the district attorney
of the United Mutes for iha eastern district ol I>ountana,
or other ofRfers of the government in that State, and the
instructions Riven touching ttit* alfair j alao, oopiet of all
ihe proceeding*, and testimony and arguineut« ol oounsel.
if reported to the government, bad and taken, relating to it,
before Judge Bright and Commissioner Cbew, and all the
proceedings had and reports made to ibe government since
Ibst examination, together With all other documents, in¬
structions, correspondence, and other papers, touching laid
srtair, In possession of the government.
The resolution, having been read, wag adopted.

JESSE ¦. CI.EVENTS
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the fol¬

lowing reeolution, submitted on the hist ultimo by Mr.
Tvmkt :

Kmlvtd, That the President ef tbe L'uited States be re-

quested 10 furnish the Senate with copies of all Urn -letter*, retnonitruiicM, anil recommendation*, uow ,rt|J
in any ol the departments, relative to the ren.oval or rotr-V,tiou iu office ol Je**e B. Clements, late murthat ot itu-middle district of Tennessee, aod especially that he lumut,
coiiie*of the following, to wit:

1 A Utter from a portion of (be member* ol ibe bar and
cituous of Nashville.
2 A letter froin the judges of the supreme court ol Tuu-

¦lessee, which was also signed by Judge Mauuey.8. A letter from Judges Catron und Brown, judges of the
oirouic and diitriot eourts of the United States for the State
of Tennessee.

4. A letter from the grand and petit uries of the Septem¬
ber term, 1849,of tbe circuit court hoidau at Nushviile ; also
the letter of th« 'oreuun of the said grand jury.5. Loiters of S. D. Freeraou, William P. Martin, ThomasS. Brunsfortt). one signed by Henry Allen and others. JudgeCahal; wro letters written by ex-Governor N. S. Brown.
the flr«t directed to Allen A. Hall, and the seoond to the
President of the United States; also, a letter of John 8. linen
to Secretary Ewlng.
The resolution having been read,
Mr. BBLL. I hope that resolution will not be prexned

at the present time. The principle involved is very simi¬
lar to that of the resolution offered by the senator from
Maine, [Mr. Ba&DBuar.] I will inform my colleaguethat at the proper time I shall haye no objection
to taking thm matter up. I should have no objection to
the production, informally, of the pajiers, and their pub¬lication. I know of nothing against the character or
conduct of the gentleman named tn the resolution.have
heard nothing myself.and should be very happy to grati¬
fy that gentleman and his friends by acting upon that reso¬
lution at this time, so far as I am individually concerned.
I suppose my colleague will see that the same principle is
involved in this resolution as in the one offered by the
senator from Maine.
Mr. TURNEY. I perceive, Mr. President, a verywide distinction between this resolution and the other.

That resolution calls upon the President and the heads of
the departments to give their reasons for removals. I
make no Buch call. The whole object of the resolution
is to call for copies of papers now on the tiles of (he de¬
partments, without calling upon any of the departments
or the President for the reasons of their acts. The
object to be attained by this resolution is to placeMr. Clements in the right and proper view before the
public. It was said by the President, if 1 mistake
not, that he had " no friends to reward nor enemies to
punishthat, in his appointments, he would look only
to the capability and faithfulness of individuals, remov¬
ing none but those who were incapable or dishonest.
Mr. Clements having been removed, it is presumablethat such removal is a charge of the want of certain
Qualifications. The only object, therefore, in callingfor these papers is, that the public may see that he
was not removed on account of nis want of integrity, ca¬

pacity, or faithfulness in tbe discharge of his duties. In
relation to the wishes of the gentleman who desires this
resolution to be postponed lor a few days, I shall make
no objection. I nave no objection to its postponement,
but I nope it will be taken up in a reasonable time, and
acted upon. For the present, I agree that it be passed byinformally.
So the resolution was passed over informally.

extinguishment or Indian title.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the fol¬

lowing resolution, submitted on the 3lst ult. by Mr.
Douolas:
Rtiolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in¬

structed to inquire into the expediency of making appropri¬
ations for the extinguishment of the Indian title to that
portion of the Territory of Minnesota which lies west of
tbe Mississippi river; and also for the extinguishment of
the Indian title to that portion of the Territory of Oregon
which lies between the summit of the Cascade mountains
ami tbe Pacific ocean ; and also for the extinguishment el
the Indian liite to that portion of California which lies be¬
tween the summit of the Sierra Nevada, or California
mountains, and the ocean ; and also for tbe extinguishment
ol the Indian title to tlie valley of the Great Salt Lake ; and
also for the extinguishment of the Indian title to that por-
tionol'New Mexico which lies east of the summit or the
Sierra Marl re, or Rooky mountains. And that said com¬
mittee be further instructed to inquire into the expediency
of laving oil and setting apait a poition of the territory ol
the United Slate* a» ene or more Indian territories, within
which the emigrating Indians may be parmaneutly located
and protected.
The resolution, having been read, was adopted.

appointment or deputy postmasters.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the follow¬

ing resolution, submitted on the 3d instant by Mr. Dicx-
inson :

Retolvtd, That the Postmaster General be requested to
Inlorm tbe Senate whether, by himself or hi* assistant*, he
ha* at any time removed, or attempted to remove, before
tbe expiration ol the term for which lie was commissioned,
by the appointment of a successor, or in any other manner,
and how, any deputy postmaster or postmasters who he'd
appointments under tbe President of tbe United States,
made by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
under and in pursuance of tbe law of Congre** entitled
"An act to change tbe organisation of the 1'o.t Office De
partment, and to provide more effectually for the set¬
tlement of tbe eocoonts ther-of," appioved 3d July,
18M; and if any such removal or removal* have been
mnde or attempted, that be speoify ihe number, the names
of the officers, and the offices ihey held respectively; and
alto, that he inform tbe Senate whether, In bit own name,
or that of either of his assistants, and which of them, he
has appointed, or claimed ihe authority le appoint, oral-
templed to appoint, Mttoni to All (ha vacanoies thus crea-
trd, and n»ued to tbetn letters of appointment, ootnmia-
¦ions, or either, and which of them ; and whether more
than one ofeach or either wu issued to the same appointee,
anil to whom, or to what olflce or ofrke*, and the reason*
therefor; and that a copy of luoh letter* of appointment
and cqminisilons be furnished, it in hia power, and, if not,
the (ubitance 'hereof, inol'idittx name*, date*, and sirna-
ture*; and, farther, whether lie ha* attempted, ami bv
what mean*, to enforcu auy nioh removal; and if .noli
power of removal and appointment, or either, have been
exercised or attempted, that be fuitber Inlorm the Senate
under and by virtue of what authority of law thu tame has
been done or tbe right claimed.
Mr. PHELPS. 1 am not pre(tared to say that I ahull

rote for the resolution, nor ain 1 prepared to say I shall
not I should prefer to hare time to look at it, and hope
it will be laid upon the table or passed by informally.
Mr. DICKINSON inquired whether the senator from

Vermont was opposed to inquiry,
Mr. PHELPS. 1 design to oppose the resolution if, in

my judgment, upon due examination, it shall appear un¬
constitutional. If on examination I consider it as proper,
I shall make no objection to its adoption.Mx. DICKINSON. The resolution simply inquires of
the Postmaster General whether he, by hansel f or by his
assistant*, has appointed any assistant postmaster required
by law to be appointed by the President of the United
Stales, by and with the advice of the Senate It inquires
if he ha* made any removals himself which by law re¬

quire executive authority. Now, sir, I am prepared to
take issue upon that matter with the senator from Ver¬
mont, or any other senator who wishes to siifle that kind
of inquiry. If there is anything illegal or unconstitu¬
tional, it is in their conduct, not in the resolution. 1
wish, be/ore saying more than the resolution says.be¬
fore suggesting more than the resolution suggests.to
give thePostmaster General an opportunity to say wheth¬
er that is a fact or not. That il all that the resolution
asks. If be has gone on removing officers whom he had
no right to remove, and appointing others whom he ha l
no right to appoint, is it not right that this body should
know it.that Congress should know it.that tbe Ameri¬
can people should know it? I wish to five him an op¬
portunity to say for himself whether this is true or not;
and that is all the resolution asks. I want him to say
for himself whether he has made this class of remuvals
and appointments or not; and if so, tinder what author¬
ity he nas done so. And I hope, as it is merely a resolu
tton of inquiry, that it will uot be passed over.
Mr. DAWSON. Do 1 understand the senator from

New York to aver here, that the Postmaster (general has
been discharging the duties of the President of the Uni¬
ted States?.-that he has taken upon himself the appoint¬
ment and removal of officers whom no one but the Presi
dent could by law appoint I Is he, by this means,
seeking to learn whether the President has discharged
his duly or not I and does he then call it a simule resolu-
ti in of inquiry.' If it be the duty of the President to ap¬
point postmasters,- why not call upon him .' Why call
upon the Postmaster General, and ask bjm if he has.
upon his own responsibility, discharged duties incumbent
upon the President of the United States.if he ha*
usurped the executive power ? I look upon this resoln
tion as one which is not very well calculated to carry on

or promote that harmony of feeling which should exist
between the different departments of this government. If
the President of the United State* deserves the censure ol
this body, let tbem attack him directly, and not any head
of lite departments. 1 look upon this resolution as iodi
redlly attacking the President of the United States, it
may not have been so intended, and I sincerely hope it
was not
Mr. PHELPS arose, but gare way to
Mr. DICKINSON, who said the resolution will speak

for itself. The object, of the reselution is also apparent
upon its face, if tbe senator from Georgia will consult
it. My legislative experience.what little I have had.
has taught nw to send resolutions, asking information, to
individual* and public officers who are supposed to know
something about the subjects of inquiry. If I want in-

formation from the Poetmaster General, I will not send to
the Secretary of the Treasury, or to tb« President of the
United States. The President is not supposed to act in
this matter.is not supposed, according to tbe resolution,
to know anything about It It is simply asking the P<M-
nmster General whether be has done certain acts, and
what bis authority for doing them is. I am vary glad,
sir, tu that this administration, and especially the Ex¬
ecutive, has found a champion, in advance, in rua/riendIrom Georgia, who is able to see that an attack is nitend-ed upon the President of the United States, when
a resolution of inquiry is sent to the Postmaster General.If my frieud from Georgia iinds an attack upon the Pres¬
ident in this simple resfHution of inquiry,! am afraid thathis zeal in his defence will be called into requisition
quite often before this session shall close There (anothing intended in this resolution, and no one bunright.1 mean parliamentary and with propriety.to
sav that there is anything intended in the resolution,which does not appear upon the face of It. It is veryimportant for this Senate to know whether a certain claaeof officers are to be appointed by the President or shall
be appointed by t^e Postmaster General. It is importantfor us to know whether that officer has exceeded bis
power, by mistake or other wise. If the law is defective, it
is important that we should hare that law amended, and
above all, sir, It it important to enforce a rigid account¬
ability in these departments, and that they be required to
give their own expjanation of any and every act. I trust
our friends on the other side of the House will not pre¬
vent tbe inquiry from being made.
Mr. PHELPS arose again, but gave way to
Mr. DAWSON. I am not here in advance to defend

any one whatever. My mode of attack is to mareh di¬
rectly up to the object intended to be attacked. Now,
sir, the senator from New York is a distinguished law¬
yer, and the law regards every individual as performing
his duty till the contrary isproveu. He has announced
upon this floor that the subject of inquiry is a part of the
executive duty, and yet he calls upon a subordinate officer
for information relative to its performance. Would it
not have been belter to have called upon the President
himself, and have asked hiin if he had permitted a subor¬
dinate to usurp his power ?

.
I repeat, sir, and I do it with

great deference to the senator from New York, that I do
not think he ought to have adopted this mode to ascertain
the course of conduct of the President of the United States.
Mr. PHELPS. 1 certainly desire no issue upon this

subject, for the very reason 1 suggested before. I desire
delay, because I have not had time to examine the sub¬
ject. It may be right to present a resolution of that kind
to the Senate; but, in my simple judgment, we cannot
constitutionally enteitain a resolution of the character of
tbe one under discussion. I have, however, no objection
to inquiry. 1 have been informed.and I have no doubt
it is a fact.that the Postmaster General will he able to
answer the inquiry to the satisfaction of all. I have no
idea that that officer has usurped any power. 1 have no
idea that he has assumed any power belonging to tbe
President of the United States. It is not for the purposeof shielding him that I make these remarks; for I doubt
not he will show, in a manner satisfactory to all. that it
is as I have said. The resolution is, in my humble judg¬
ment, unconstitutional; and I desire that it may lie uponthe table until we can have an opportunity of examining
it.
Mr. SEWARD. I have examined this resolution, sir.

for the purpose of seeing whether it was constitutional
or not, and I wish that others might examine it also. I
am satisfied that there is nothing in tbe resolution which
demands information which it is not the right of tbe
Senate to have, and which might not be, under the regu¬
lations of the Senate, its duty to call lor from the bead
of the Post Office Department. The only objection U>1 it
is one which I will submit to my respected colleague;
and that is, it does not specify any particular instance.
the name, place, and person, at which, and in relation to
whom, the violation of law has been commuted fco as
to attract the attention of the department to that supposed
violation of the law. I would have preferred that tbe
resolution should have given notice as to what caae or
cases it was directed. But if my colleague thinks that
the resolution is sufficiently distinct, then I have no objec¬
tion on that point, and hope the resolution will pass; and
as it is a question whether it pass to-day or to-morrow, I
hope it will iiass to day.
Mr. HALE. 1 feel no particular interest in the da-

fence of the administration now in power, nor do I know
what the senator from New York [Mr. Dickinson] in¬
tends by his resolution; but it strikes me that there if
something exceedingly indecorous in it. I do not mean
to lie personal about it; but it seems so to me, because it
asks a public officer of this government if he |>a* been
gaitty of agro.«» breach of his duty. It puts the Senate
in the attitude of inquiring af an officer of the governmentif be has been guilty of an act of usurpation which
ought to subject Kim to impeachment and expulsion from
office if it be true Now, sir, I am not willing to put
myself in this position. have said that I feel no par¬
ticular interest in the Aght between this administration aod
its assailants. I care not how they come up, point blank
or quarter. But hoping, sir.and that faith U not a very
strong one.that a day may soon dawn upon the history Of
tbe republic in which we may have an administration in
which 1 can feel more sympathy, I do not Want to hare
this example eet. I do not want it to be said that
tbe Senate came up, and. by solemn legislative act,
gravely asked a member of tbe cabinet.Sir,have SOU not
started in tbe administration of your department id from
violation of law, and in a palpable outrage upon the con¬
stitution and upon the lawe of legislation / Sir, bar# you
not, in other words, by one of the subordinates of the
department, been doing that which you have no authority
to do? In other words, is not the President who appoint¬
ed you such an automaton that he stands still and letsyon
move tbe wires at your own.bidding /
Tbe resolution goes further, and says: Now. Mr. Pott-

muter General, if you have done this.if you have taken
the authority into your own hands, and made the Pfnai-
dent an automaton.what is the law for it? The Senate
want to know that.do they? I want to ask nothing of
that kind, sir. This is a proper subject of impeachment,
if the charge be true, and not of inquiry! With all doe
deference to the vastly better judgment and longer 'tJUft-rience of the honorable senator irom New York, £Mr»
Di< kinion,] I think it is due to the country snd to the
Senate that the facts should be laid before tbe Senate and
the House ; and if he brings such a flagrant act as that
before the Senate, it should be in its judicial capacity,.

For this reason I am unwilling to uaas the resolution In
its present shape, and entirely unwilling to ait still and
consent to the Senate's putting itself in such n position
as that proposed. I am ready to ask for all the informa¬
tion that it is possible f"r the Postmaster (ienerml to give.
1 think information will not hurt the Senate. They are
in need of it, not only on this, but upon a grant many
other subjects : and, sir, I am opposed to putting into the
shape of an inquiry of a subordinate a gross attack upon
tbe officers of Wis government.

I ask pardon of Uiost gentlemen who are more imme¬
diately connected with this administration, for volunteer-
ing my services in tbe defence of tbe administration or of
the President, in the presence of champions that will not
falter even before the gigantic powers of tbe senator who
has made this move upon them. I only want to pat this
in for myself, by way of protest, so that, by-and-by,
when different counsels prevail.when different men
nre in power.there shall be no precedents to justifythem in pursuing what to my unsophisticated judgment
appears to be a highly indecorous course.
Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, it is a little awk*

ward to have to compete with the combined powers of
this administration, and of the next, too, at the same
time.oae m nte, and the other in expectancy. [Laugh¬
ter ] But, sir, notwithstanding all this, I have yet to
learn that my resolution is either indecorous or improp-
er; and, without intending to make a very great dent of
boast upon the subject, I *n»H probably know who will
vote for it, and who against it, before the matter is
through.
Now, sir, with regard t# the indeeomm of the resolution.

It is a resolution which asks the Postmaster General
whether he himself, or by his assistant^ has made cer¬
tain appointments or certain removals. That is the reso¬
lution, indecorous or not indecorous. Why, tbe honora¬
ble gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hai.k,] who
¦peaks in the double capacity of a volunteer for tbis ad¬
ministration, to use his own (xpression, and onk who is

guarding against an evil precedent tor the next, or for
some subsequent one, insists that if that resolution shall
be answered affirmatively, it shows s breach of law
which calls upon this bo.ly, a* a coort of i npearhmadt,
to remove a high officer of this government. Sir, I have
made no such suggestion I leave all that to the defenders
of the administration, who seek to civer up, at the very
commencement, their own conduct.who are unwilling
that a resolution ahould be adopted, inquiring whether
they have done certain acts, and under what authority of
law they havedone them Why, says the senator, if (hey
nave done them, they should l»e impeached I wilt not

say that: I will not pass judgmeut uuon that matter or any
other matter. Let those who are Chesterlields 10 parlia¬
mentary decorum say that.

But, sir, I have a right, and it is my duty, to inquire,
with a view to legislative action, what is the fact.that
if this law baa been evaded, it may be amended. U it
has been violated, it should perhaps he made more adit-


